












changed after a large incident
on Sunday January 8 1989
when we attended an aircraft
crash on the M1 motorway at
Kegworth with a large number
of passengers trapped. It
became apparent after this
event that the brigade had
inadequate equipment to deal
with such an incident, but by
1991 all the first line RTA
appliances were to be kitted
out over a period of time with
a holmatro combi tool and
power unit. By 1995 further
equipment was in place such
as 10 ton rams, extension poles,
pedal cutters, chains and 20
tonne rubber chocks and
blocks, etc. This was to replace
the epco kit on the appliances.
Today this equipment has been
updated again with various
types of equipment and more
powerful tools.

The air bags were a
revolutionary new addition to
road accident rescue
equipment. The bags in their

original form were developed
by a government agency but
quite a lot of further
development and testing was
required, this was carried out by
Bedfordshire Fire Brigade in 1969.
The air bags were made from
neoprene fabric and were
inflated either by compressed
air from a standard BA cylinder
(same as today) or by exhaust
gases from the appliance or
other vehicle. It has a control
valve unit plus a safety valve for
the inflation and discharge of
the bag. Today the
Leicestershire Fire and Rescue
Service appliances, New
Dimensions modules and heavy
rescue support unit carry many
various types and tonnage. The
high pressure air bags range
from two tonnes to 132 tonnes
and the low pressure ones
between six and 23 tonnes.

As we all know it takes an
incident to realize we don't
have the right equipment to
deal with certain jobs. The one

that came to mind was in
September 1972 when the
brigade turned out to a train
crash near Forest Road and
Hastings Road, Leicester. A
locomotive had ripped into the
empty trucks of another train,
thus both trains were derailed
trapping the driver and his
mate (one deceased). We had
no proper equipment in those
days to deal with this type of
incident so a police car made
a high speed dash to Toton
near Long Eaton in Derbyshire
for special equipment. After
this, British Rail gave us two 20
ton jacks to be put on the ET at
Central Fire Station. The jacks
carried on the New Dimension
module today are 100 tonnes,
63 tonnes and 50 tonnes.
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Recalling 9/11
Mission set to track down cop

by John Hincks
Blue Watch, Wigston

One of these sights was the
Observation Deck on the
South Tower of the World Trade
Center (WTC), a platform
1377ft high. To get there you
had to take an express
elevator to the 107th floor
where you reached the Indoor
Observatory. A panel of glass
in the floor allowed you to
stand out over the sidewalk
1310 feet below – this didn’t
feel great as a ten year old.

Two escalators from here took
you up to the outdoor viewing
platform, where it felt you
could see for ever. We took
plenty of photos from this
amazing vantage point; one
of those photos was of a cop
standing between my brother,
Rob (left) and myself.

My parents’ generation can
recall what they were doing at
the time of JFK’s assassination;
I think the same can be said of
our generation for 9/11.

I was at home when I received
a telephone call to turn on the
TV; a plane had crashed into
the North Tower. I continued to
watch the breaking news of
this as a second plane struck
the South Tower.

My girlfriend (of that time) had
a sister living and working in
Manhattan for Gap. We tried
to contact her via cell phone
and landline. There was no
answer from her landline and
the network on the cell phone
was completely overloaded.
After what seemed like hours,
she finally got a text from her
sister saying that she was safe -
although her boyfriend who
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In 1980 Blaby and
Whetstone Boys Club
went on a football
tour in the United
States, staying one
week in New Jersey
and then one week in
Delaware, playing
different teams and
entering a couple of
tournaments. We won
everything - which is
not surprising as we
had an unfair
advantage with Dion
Dublin playing for us,
and Andy Galway’s
dad as coach!
During our week in New Jersey
we had a day trip to
Manhattan to see the sights.

firefighter recollections
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worked in one of the towers
could not be accounted for.

Much later in the day we
found out that Tim was safe,
he’d managed to get down
from the 85th floor of whatever
tower he’d been working in.

We met Tim in February 2002,
when we went to New York to
visit my girlfriend’s sister. He
was deeply affected by the
events of the previous
September; he was having
nightmares, had become less
outgoing and less able to
show his emotions (a
description by his girlfriend).
He couldn’t stop shaking my

hand, saying how much he
admired what I did for a job
and thanking me for being
a firefighter.

During his horrendous journey
down the internal stairwell, he
talked of hundreds of people
trying desperately to get down
to safety, and of a handful of
others going upward in the
opposite direction – they were
all firefighters. He told how the
firefighters tried to calm down
those trying to get out and
also organise the ‘more-abled’
to help those in difficulty down
whilst they went up. Tim told
me that he knew that none of

them could’ve made it back
out before the collapse.

On that day 343 firefighters, 37
Port Authority police officers
and 23 New York City police
officers lost their lives.

Since 2001 I’ve looked at that
photograph on my parents’
wall countless times and
wondered whether that cop
was still in the job 21 years
after I had met him and what
his experience was of that day
- so I’m going to try and track
him down and find out. 

In 2011 the World Police and
Firefighter Games are being
held in New York - a mark of
respect, I imagine, as it will be
10 years since the plane
attacks. I intend to enter this,
probably doing similar events
as in the Firefighter Games in
Liverpool last year. Hopefully,
I’ll have found out who the
cop is, what his story is and get
to buy him a beer. 
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My parents’ generation can recall
what they were doing at the time
of JFK’s assassination; I think the

same can be said of our 
generation for 9/11
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From: Mark Lint
To: John Russell
10 February 2009

How are you doing down
there John? Obviously we are
getting some very bad news
concerning those big bush
fires. I just want to let you all
know we are ALL thinking
about everyone out there and
only wish we could get out
and fight them fires with you.
Be careful mate and take
great care.

Mark and all your colleagues
at Leicestershire Fire and
Rescue Service.

John Russell, a Station
Officer from Victoria,
Australia, took part in
an exchange with
Leicestershire about
five years ago for 
12 months. Still in
touch with friends
from the Service,
Mark Lint contacted
him following the
infamous bush fires
earlier this year to 
see how things were. 

bushfires report

From: John Russell
To: Mark Lint
23 February 2009

G’day Mark,

Yes I'm ok and apologies for
not responding sooner
however things have been a
little hectic. As you know I'm a
day worker and when a day
of total fire ban is declared we
crew the pumpers waiting for
a move up or respond to a fire
call. Prior to the recent
bushfires (‘Black Saturday’ as it
is now called) I responded to
a bookshop fire in the city
along with other staff from our
college - we were all officers
with the junior boy having
been in the job for 22 years.

Witness of the wildfire
Oz Officer’s Account of Bushfires

by Mark Lint, Warning Zone
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Anyway, we were first on
scene and had a ball getting
to work and putting the wet
stuff on the red stuff. I'm almost
tempted to go back on shift it
was that much fun. Sick
individuals aren't we!

I was up in Marysville and
surrounding areas last week
from Wednesday to Saturday
as part of a Rapid Impact
Assessment Team and the
devastation is quite
unbelievable. The pictures and
TV footage don't really
capture the stark reality. There
hardly seems any person you
talk to who doesn't know a
victim or someone who has
lost their home to the fires. The
latest toll is officially listed as
209 dead, however, we
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I was up in
Marysville and

surrounding areas
last week and the

devastation is quite
unbelievable

expect that to rise as some
people will never be found
due to the intense heat of the
fires, they will be listed as
missing presumed dead.
Unfortunately the fires are still
burning and today has been
declared a total fire ban with
high temperatures and strong
north winds expected, so once
again we are all holding our
breath. Since the start of 2009
we have only had 2.5mm of
rain with none forecast in the
near future, so until we get
some decent rain the fires will
continue to burn. It's ironic that
just up the road in New South
Wales they are experiencing
floods when we are in a
devastating drought with
horrific fires.

Anyway mate I have to go,
thanks for your kind thoughts
and please say “G’day!” to all
my Leicestershire mates and
let them know I'm ok.
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tyre; it let go and the front end
tucked. All I could see was
tarmac and my chance of
dignity slipping away.

I left the track with my head
hanging in shame - a 12 year
old beat me!

Let’s just rewind a little here,
this isn’t ordinary (proper)
motorbike racing, this is the
high pressure, big money
world of minimoto.

Before you all lose interest
here, Valentino Rossi started his
career off on minimotos.
You’ve all heard of Valentino
Rossi? He’s not a bad
motorcycle rider, in fact I think
he’s doing ok for himself in the
racing scene.

Now, beads of sweat were
stinging my eyes and my vision
was blurring, round the last
bend and into the final lap -
that kid was closing in. This
would end in tears. The thing
was, his or mine? We flew over
the start and finish line, neck
and neck, two gladiators in
battle, flying towards the
hairpin (my worst corner on
the track). What happened
next was unjust, unfair and
downright wrong. Heading
into the hairpin I’d missed my
braking point and went in too
hot, I instinctively grabbed a
fist full of brake. I knew I’d
asked too much of that front

It’s a Mini Adventure
Monster Fun on Micro Machines

by Rob Harrison
White Watch, Southern

It was neck and neck as
I powered down the
back straight, I was just
holding third…from last!
The adrenalin pumping
was all that was
keeping me going, my
bike felt like a part of
me - man and machine
in perfect harmony.

If I could just hold this position
for two more laps I’d be able
to hold my head high in the
paddock, so there was no
way that 12 year old was
going to pass me, even if it
meant some aggressive riding.

Wait, the two riders in front
had had a crash, fantastic - I
had been gifted another
two places.
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Anyway, let’s get things straight.
Forget the craze that recently
swept the nation, these are
proper pukka minimotos, not
the cheap Chinese imports
made of cheese and passed
off as metal. These are pure
bred Italian racing machines,
little pocket rockets that can
bite back!

This is what it’s all about:

The racing takes place on go
kart tracks around the country
and are run very professionally
by several series organisers.

There are basically four
classes: 4.2 class, Air Cooled,
Proddies and Supers.

4.2’s class is any series one
Polini engined minimoto and
the only tuning allowed is
jetting the carburettor and
adjusting the clutch. This leads
to good close racing and
good corner speeds.

The Air Cooled class is for
series 2 Polini engined bikes
and Blata air cooled bikes
(another manufacturer). There
is lots of tuning and more
money in this class.

Production class (or Proddies).
As the name suggests this is
basically for standard bikes as
they left the factory and is
generally made up of Polini
and Bizeta liquid cooled 8.5 hp
minimotos. These are very
quick and it’s a fiercely
competitive class.

Finally you have the big lads
on the Supers. These are
incredibly fast bikes, basically
the grand prix bikes of the
minimoto world. 50cc single
cylinder two strokes or 100cc
single cylinder four strokes.

Now back to the racing, I
registered for the race first
thing in the morning, where
after parting with my entry fee
I was told to step onto the
scales. Now for those of you Leicestershire Fire and Rescue Service 33

that don’t know me, I’m a
massive 10 stone (not bad for
a 42 year old!) and due to this
I was entered into the junior
class which meant I’d be
racing against proper kids! You
may well laugh, but they are
very fast and some of the
Dads are a bit serious too!

I started this article off mid
race just to try and tease all
you petrol heads into it before
boring you with the details, but
now that’s out of the way can
I just tell you that there was no
exaggeration in that short
excerpt of my last race of the
day, it really is that good, that
much fun and quite cheap
(for motorsport).

I’ve had some great days out
practicing, racing and
generally meeting loads of
really nice people who are
always willing to help out a
fellow racer; lending tools,
parts and even helping you to
fix the damage from the last
crash just so you can get out
there for the next session. 

Just beware; they may be
nice and helpful in the
paddock but out on the track
it’s man eat man and they
won’t give you an inch!

Photographs by Sharon Harrison



lookingback... lookingback

Thanks to Jerry Askham for this photo from 1980, showing the relay team who hauled the
old Rudolph on a trolley, in pairs, 100 miles to the children's holiday centre in Mablethorpe.
They raised sponsorship along the way, over two days, stopping over at Lincoln Fire Station.
The picture was taken in the yard at Central just before the team set off.
Left to Right: A. Swift, P. Gilding, C. Carver, K. Wright, B. Harnwell, A. Gittings, C. McMahon
(partialy obscured), J. Buckby, J. Askham (partially obscured), B. Gun, unknown, unknown,
K. Flear, T. Harvey, T. Hawksworth, S. Barfield, N. Bennet

Thanks to Ali Burns, White Watch, Technical Rescue, for this shot of South Division football team (circa. 1988).

BACK (L-R): A. Wilson, D. Watson, S. Humphreys, S. Farrell, A. Burns, N. Adams, E. Millett

FRONT (L-R): D. Nelson, C. Carver, J. Dilks, C. Demello, R. Astley



Could you write an article for the next edition of Call
Out? Do you have an interesting photo? We want to
hear from people across the Service to let us know
what’s happening in different departments and
stations. Please contact us with any interesting
incidents, sports and social events or other features you
would like to write about. 

Send your articles to Joanna Raisin or Steve Ballinger
and try to keep them to less than 600 words. If possible
provide images to go with them and send them
separately as JPEGs, providing the name of the
photographer. Please be aware that your articles
may be edited.
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COMPETITION RESULTS
Results of Sat Nav Competition

Thanks to all of you who sent in entries (and there were
a lot of you!) in response to the Sat Nav competition in
the last edition of CallOut.

Here are the answers to the competition questions:

1. What is the name of the highest mountain in the U.K.?
A: Ben Nevis

2. Where in the U.K. are ‘The Needles’?
A: Off the Isle of Wight

3. Which motorway is the longest in the U.K.?
A: M6

4. Who designed the Clifton Suspension Bridge?
A: Isambard Kingdom Brunel

All of the names who submitted entries with four correct answers
were put into a ‘hat’ and the winner was drawn at random by Barry
Barnes, Head of Information and Communication Services, at HQ
on 3 February 2009.

And the lucky winner was...David Cleaver. 

David is pictured left having been presented with the Sat Nav on
11 February 2009.

Needs YouCallOut
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ducks! Almost managed to
teach Norman everything he
knew! Almost managed to
keep the pump on the
tarmac! Almost managed to
understand red kite! Almost
managed to make it to the
toilet in time! 

Almost all of the time, Almost
in this case stands for:
Alcohol Loving Man
Occasionally Smelling of Turps
(when the pubs shut!)

We will miss him. Thanks for the
past thirty years. A true
legend, undoubtedly gone
but never forgotten!

Firefighter Graham Goodacre
459 joined Leicestershire Fire
and Rescue Service on 12
February 1979 and he left for
the last time on Friday morning
27 February 2009. 

Graham spent his last ever
night shift with his watch
reminiscing upon his time in
the Fire Service (it didn’t take
long!) and during the past
thirty years, all spent at
Loughborough Red Watch, he
almost achieved many things:

Almost made it on time
everyday! Almost managed to
be dressed in the right attire
everyday (with a little help
from his wife!) Almost
managed to remember which
pump he was riding! Almost
managed to be ready in time
for drill! Almost managed to
remember that putting a pipe
in your trouser pocket was a
bad move especially when it
was lit! Almost managed to
look good naked! Almost
managed to perfect rescuing

Fit For
Retirement

retirement news
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Colleagues Say Farewell To Firefighter

Graham ‘Goody’ Goodacre
by Phil Nesbitt
Red Watch, Loughborough
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On 10 February 1969
Dave Alesbrook started
his career with
Leicestershire Fire and
Rescue Service. Having
attended thousands of
calls he has now
completed 40 years of
service - a momentous
achievement I’m sure
you will all agree. 
Dave's first shout as an 18 year
old was to a make-up at a
factory fire in Elmesthorpe -
Hinckley's patch! He also works
for JJ Churchill's in the village
who allow him out on call
during the day, helping to
keep Bosworth available. 

A surprise evening was
arranged at the Red Lion
public house in Market
Bosworth for Dave. Secretive
invites by email, phone calls to
the Chief Fire Officer and
secret meetings with Dave's

daughter were all but a few of
the jobs that we had to carry
out to make the night a
success, including several
occasions where loose
tongues almost let it out! 

In an effort to keep Dave busy
and away from any turn outs
on the night he was subjected
to a one to one with Tim
Herbert, or what I think was a
chat about the yesteryears. 

As usual not everything went
to plan, with S39P2, whilst out
on training coming across a
running call and missing the
first 10 minutes of the party!

CFO Dave Webb was on hand
on the night to present Dave

with a certificate, a clock and
an invite to the Grand Charity
Ball from the Service and the
Bosworth crew presented him
with a replica model of S39P2
and a bouquet of flowers for
Jane, Dave's wife - after all,
Jane has endured 30 years of
constant interruptions and fire
calls over the years.

Dave has no plans to retire at
present and ''he intends to
carry on''.

Also on the night Mick Utting
from Lutterworth was awarded
with a certificate as he has also
completed 40 years of service.

by Paul Wragg
Market Bosworth

Celebrating 40 Years
Surprise Party for Bosworth Watch Manager 
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long service celebration



Lettersreceived
Letter of thanks recently received

Above: letter of thanks
from Kevan Jones, MP
Ministry of Defence, for the
LFRS Veterans Badge
Ceremony (see Vol.4 Issue
4, pages 8 and 9, for full
report)
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letters

Below: letter of thanks from Shona Dunn,
Director of Fire and Resilience, following

her visit on 27 February (see
page 13 for full

report)
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by Mark (Alan Hansen) Lint
Warning Zone

The Veterans
English Cup Quarter Final

football

I was on my way up to
Scotland to visit relatives when I
stopped at a service station. A
bunch of old firefighters were
there en route to a footy
match. We had a laugh
together and the end result
was that I decided to stop over
and watch their game against
the Wearsiders. They asked me
to write up my thoughts on the
game and I thought the idea
fantaaaaastic!! 

Just because my old mate
Gary is a Leicester fan does not
mean I am in any way biased
and the same goes for that
Geordie Shearsy. As you might
think from the score line it
seemed an easy win but it was
far from that. 

Three and half hours travelling
up and the Leicestershire Fire
and Rescue Service team are
on a rain sodden mud heap on
a cold miserable grey day. I
had overheard the
Leicestershire tactics on the

way up and I thought this was
a well organised unit. After one
minute they were one down.
After two minutes they were
two down. After three minutes I
was thinking about meeting up
with those relatives in Scotland,
but gradually the game turned
and LFRS woke up and took
control of the game. Their
opposition though did have a
tricky winger and were always
dangerous when breaking out.
They also had a friendly
Geordie referee and just when
the pressure was causing
problems for them lots of little
dubious decisions were going
against LFRS. Three minutes
before the end of the first half
though and Gearbox swept
over a cross for Clarkey to finish
off. 2-1. Straight up the pitch
and Chunky Orton lunges at
that tricky winger who falls like
a fairy from the top of a
Christmas tree and the referee
is there to give a penalty. 3-1.

The second half is dominated
by LFRS and the Tyne goalie
pulls off some excellent saves.
LFRS couldn’t make the
breakthrough but Tyne did.
They broke away for two very
late goals giving a score that
did not truly reflect the
dominance LFRS had had. I
have to say they played really
well and on occasions were
fantaaaastic. I have now
backed them at good odds to
win the British cup which, at the
end of the day, is the bigger
competition. A bit like our
Carling cup V the FA cup and I
know which medal I preferred.

Gary was rightly peeved and
Shearsy hasn’t stopped taking
the proverbial. I have also
received a letter from Keith
Hackett concerning the
Respect for Referees campaign
but the truth is the truth I say! 

Good luck Leicestershire Fire
and Rescue Service.



A golf day for the Rainbows
charity was held on
Wednesday 26 November
2008 at Forest Hills Golf Course.
There were around 80 players
all in Santa outfits; four of
these were members of
Leicestershire Fire and Rescue
Service. The patron was ex-
snooker player Willie Thorne
who held an auction for a
small number of prizes before

presenting the prizes for the
top ten golfers. Paul Storer,
firefighter at Coalville Station
was third with 41 points, Mick
Tait, ex-Divisional Officer, was
seventh with 38 points and
Martin Ballard, Watch

Manager at Coalville was just
outside the prizes with 35
points. Simon Smith, ex-retained
at Coalville scored 28 points.
The total amount of cash
raised was over £2,200.

by Paul Storer 
Coalville, Green Watch 
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For all upcoming golf fixtures please check on SharePoin.t Please note that there are some more
fixtures to follow - mainly Midlands fixtures.

National Pairs: Aberdeen, 7 and 8 May 2009
National Individuals: Dundee, 5 and 6 August 2009
Retired firefighters: Bournemouth, 9 September 2009

Please note that the Bob Miller starting sheet is now taking tee times. Bookings must be made
through Stuart Wolfe, Red Watch, Coalville.

Golf News Roundup

golf news
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Santas Club Together
for Rainbows
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before heading out on a one
lap 18km bike course. It then
finishes with a one lap 5km run
to the finish line. 

The event will also include a
best station/department (top
three scores to count) award
which is currently held by
Loughborough Station, as well
as awards for first, second and
third males and females.

by Johnny Nicol
Loughborough, Blue Watch 

The Leicestershire Fire and
Rescue Service Sprint Triathlon is
back for 2009 so put 31 May in
your diary. The event is held as
part of Leicester Triathlon Club's
annual Leicester Flashman
Triathlon and is open to
anybody, whether you are a
complete novice wishing to do
your first event or a seasoned
triathlete. You could also enter
as a relay team. 

The event begins with a 400m
pool based swim in the
Lutterworth Leisure Centre

Triathlon Calls for Competitors

You can either enter online at
www.entrycentral.com or go to
www.leicestertriathlonclub.co.uk
for an entry form and more race
details including maps of the
bike and run courses.

Any questions please contact
Firefighter Nicol, Loughborough
Blue Watch.
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Hi all. It seems that within
the Service there are a
lot of people who
already dive or are
looking at taking up
diving as a new hobby.

It is my intention to start a Sub
Aqua Club run and managed
within the Service and would like
to see what interest there would

be in support of this. The club will
be open to all, whether trained
divers or people looking to be
trained and would offer a wide
variety of venues. As the club will
be starting from scratch and will
take a number of people to
organise and run it successfully,
could you submit your interest
and at what capacity you
would like to get involved.

Initially we will need to hold a
meeting to discuss matters
further; a date and venue will be
arranged once numbers of
interested parties have been
received. So if you think this will
be a good idea and are willing
to support, please contact me.

Tel: 01509 828565, 07800 709869
or e-mail: nick.miles@lfrs.org.

Thrive to Dive

sport

by Nick Miles
Training and DevelopmentIm
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Gemma Brookfield
Clinical Assist/Admin 

Occupational Health

Jon Martin
Retained Firefighter

Shepshed

Matt Smith
Admin Assistant

Information Management

Jordan Roman
Retained Firefighter

Ashby de la Zouch

Arron Sherwin
Retained Firefighter

Ashby de la Zouch

Mpazi Siame
Equality & Diversity Advisor

HQ

Newstarters
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